
“Harbor Springs is resplendent with a rich and colorful history,  
and this museum is a place for everyone to follow the roots of those  

who came before them and grow their own branches and leaves.”

- Jay Neff, lifelong Harbor Springs resident and Historical Society trustee
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MISSION

VISION

To preserve, interpret and share the history of the Harbor Springs 
area, while encouraging curiosity and promoting an understanding 
of how the lessons of the past can foster an informed community.

To ensure that our collections and the stories they tell are accessible 
to all people. To be recognized regionally as a center of learning, 
imparting historical knowledge that shapes, informs and inspires the 
present and future.

STRATEGIC PLAN | 2023-25 GOALS

Financial Sustainability 
Adjust the financial model to achieve sustainability through a variety of 
revenue streams.

Programming Growth 
Expand curation and programming for the Harbor Springs History 
Museum, the new Ephraim Shay Innovation Museum, Shay Park and the 
Andrew J. Blackbird Museum.

Recognition and Awareness 
Expand marketing and communications to build recognition of the 
Historical Society as a center of learning, reaching broader geographies.

Staffing Sustainability 
Add staff to support growth objectives. Maintain a dynamic 
compensation and benefit structure to ensure fair and competitive 
employee packages, and establish and monitor an organizational 
succession plan.

Downtown Harbor Springs c. 1969, 
Virgil D. Haynes Collection
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An unwavering commitment ...
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In 2023, more than 5,400 adults and 
schoolchildren visited the Historical Society’s 
properties, attended Harbor History Talks and 
participated in events and workshops to learn the 
compelling back-stories of Harbor Springs and the 
surrounding region, representing a 16% increase 
over 2022.

Most of you reading this report have been 
stalwart supporters of the society’s dual mission 
of education and preservation. Make no mistake; 
your ongoing support is critical. Our history, 
small-town traditions and architectural legacy can 
only be preserved with an unwavering 
commitment to, and investment in, our shared 
values.

I hope you will consider contributing to our 
“Bringing History to Life” campaign. Donations 
thus far have allowed us to make significant 
strides in pursuit of our goals, which you will see 
on the following pages.

But much more work needs to be done inside and 
outside the Shay House, on exciting new exhibits 
in the History Museum and to build an 
endowment to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the developing Historical Corridor 
on Main Street. 

Should you wish to invest in our mission, I am 
happy to host you for a tour of our efforts at these 
historic sites and answer any questions you might 
have.

Together, we can save our unique history!

Kristyn Balog 
Executive Director 
May 2024

2023 & 2024 HIGHLIGHTS
BLACKBIRD MUSEUM 
The Historical Society has entered into an agreement with the City of 
Harbor Springs to expand services at the city’s Andrew J. Blackbird 
Museum beginning spring 2024.  Located at 368 E. Main Street, the 
Blackbird now joins the 
History Museum, the 
Ephraim Shay Innovation 
Museum and Shay Park as 
critical pieces in the 
society’s emerging 
Historical Corridor.

Considered the oldest 
existing residential 
building in Harbor Springs, 
the c. 1858 building was 
home to prominent Odawa leader Andrew Blackbird, who also 
operated the Little Traverse post office there as postmaster. Plans 
include fully staffed open hours and presentation of a special Odawa 
exhibit in 2024.

VISITOR SERVICES 
The Historical Society is pleased 
to welcome a full-time Visitor 
Services Director,  Melissa 
Wiatrolik. Wiatrolik will be 
responsible for the customer-
facing experience with the 
society’s properties, including 
delivery of educational 
programming, management of 
the volunteer program and 
revenue development.  

The newly created position reflects the society’s increased scope of 
activities with its augmented oversight of the Blackbird Museum, 
opening of the Ephraim Shay Innovation Museum in Fall 2024 and a 
growing slate of public programming.

Prior to joining the society, Wiatrolik served in a variety of roles for the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians for 17 years, most recently 
as the tribal historic preservation officer.  She was responsible for 
identifying and nominating eligible properties to the National 
Register of Historic Places and managing a comprehensive tribal 
historic preservation and archaeological plan in coordination with 
federal and state agencies, private organizations and individuals.  

She holds business, technology and historic preservation degrees and 
certificates from Bay Mills Community College; Ferris State University; 
the Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries and Museums; and 
Andrews Cultural Resources.

Make a donation to the  
society using the QR code above.
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COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN  
The Historical Society’s “Bringing History to Life” 
comprehensive campaign was publicly launched in 2022 to 
“Save the Shay,” but expanded in scope to embrace 
development of a Main Street Historical Corridor on the 
eastern approach to downtown – including:

• converting the Shay House to a regional museum of 
   innovation, based on the entrepreneurial spirit and 
   accomplishments of its builder and owner 
• creating new experiential exhibits in the History Museum 
• addressing pressing History Museum building 
   preservation maintenance needs 
• and establishing an endowment as a long-term hedge 
   against ever-increasing operating expenses

Fundraising efforts, led by a volunteer campaign cabinet, 
surpassed $2.6 million toward the $3 million goal in 
December 2023, with donations from more than 200 
individuals and organizations. Join that number by donating 
at HarborSpringsHistory.org or by scanning the QR code.

Shay House Renovation 
Much of the society’s work to date has addressed the Shay 
House’s conversion to a museum of innovation. Major 
infrastructure improvements continued in 2023-24, with a 
focus on the design and functionality of the space:

• Insulation installed for sound and heating properties  
• Lower level ceiling installed 
• Electrical updates for technology and exhibit designs  
• Bathroom upgraded and two additional public restrooms 
   added in lower level  
• Kitchen layout designed, equipment / fixtures and   
   appliances ordered and floor refinished 
• Main Street and Bay Street garden plans commissioned

Physical plant work planned for 2024 includes:

• Building a first-floor deck facing Bay Street 
• Redesigning parking lots, adding permeable grass pavers 
• Repairing front walkway and railing 
• Layout of new gardens and landscaping

Exhibit Design 
The new museum’s purpose 
has been defined, 
characterized by 
establishment of the formal 
name:  “Ephraim Shay 
Innovation Museum.”  

This spring, Good Design 
Group and society staff will be 
finalizing conceptual 

storylines and the design of interactive and hands-on 
exhibits based on the elements of Ephraim Shay’s work. 
Underlying themes will reveal the importance of STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) to 
economic and societal progress.  

Leading up to the projected fall 2024 museum opening:

• Final engineering drawings – including component sizes, 
   materials, finishes and exhibit operations – will facilitate 
   bid requests to chosen fabricators and A/V vendors 
• Exhibits will be fabricated in July and August, with 
   installation expected in September/October 
• All aspects of ADA will be incorporated – including 
   restrooms, entrances, exhibit viewing, graphic readability 
   and interactive exhibit usability

SHAY LOCOMOTIVE 
Restoration of the 
Historical Society’s 1907, 
36-ton Shay Locomotive 
at the Industrial Arts 
Institute (IAI) in Onaway is 
under a full head of steam. 
Led by a volunteer 
committee, IAI and 
Historical Society staff, 
work continues apace 

with ongoing fundraising efforts. The latest project, restoring 
and painting the cistern (pictured), was finished in March. 
Next up: reassembly and fabrication of a 
new cab.  

Critical funds are still needed to complete 
the restoration. Scan the code at the  
right to donate.

GRANTED, IT HELPED! 
The society was awarded a grant of $13,500 in 2023 for 
operational support from the State of Michigan Arts and 
Culture Council (MACC), including $3,250 from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  The grant was awarded through the 
MACC peer review process and was one of 711 applications 
to compete for MACC fiscal year 2024 funding. 

Left: The lower-level kitchen floors after sanding and refinish-
ing. Right: The new stairwell to the lower level.
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GUARDIAN  
$250,000 - $449,000 
Offield Family Foundation

NAVIGATOR  
$100,000 - $249,999
Ann Baruch
Ian and Sally Bund
Robert  Clarke
Dula-Kobusch Charitable Trust
David and Judy Frey
Tony and Pokey Huffman
Marty and Lisa Sutter
Ward and Mari Margaret Walstrom
Margo Winslow

INNOVATOR 
$50,000 - $99,999
William and Marcia Blackburn
Daniel and Pamela DeVos Foundation
Peter and Quin Curran
Clas Nilstoft and Britt Gustafson
Roemer and Connie McPhee
Greg and Stacey Renker
Soter Kay Foundation

EXPLORER 
$25,000 - $49,999
Barker Welfare Foundation
Thomas and Lindsey Buhl
Bob and Brynne Coletti
Ron and Lisa Fenech Foundation
John and Christine Giampetroni
George and Amy Joseph
Virginia McCoy
Liesel Litzenburger Meijer Fund
Vince and Sharon Mihalik
Souder Family Foundation
Gale and Anne Stephens
Margaretta Taylor
David and Catherine White

BEACON 
$10,000 - $24,999
Stuart and Patty Bishop
John and Donna Carruthers
Charlie and Mary Beth Clark
Matthew and Laurie Clarke
The Columbus Foundation
Fairfax and Hillary Cooper
John and Leslie Culbertson
Chip and Gayle Everest
Jim and Christy Everest
John and Julia Failey
Michael and Margie FitzSimons
Daniel and Margot Good
Graham Real Estate
Richard and Tracy Hirrel
Hoogland Family Foundation

Ann Irish
Elizabeth Kenan
Anne Sears
Joseph J. Schott Foundation
Don and Perry Streett
Triford Foundation
Tim and Courtney VanDeVelde
Sheldon and Sally Veil
Edward B. Wallace
Mark and Kristen Wallace

STEWARD 
$5,000 - $9,999
Tom and Amara Abood
Peter and Terry Gamble Boyer
Richard and Joanne Brodie
Donald and Sarah Cohen
Marguerite Demmer
David and Constance Donovan
Richard Lipton and Kathryn Farley
Elise Fisher
Michael and Beth Fisher
John and Sarah Ford
Great Lakes Energy People Fund
Woodruff Gardner
Platt and Barbara Hill
Lorrie Howenstein
Chris and Lisa Imbs
Thomas and Margaret Mackell
Mary Alice Fortin Foundation
Mary Cay Bartush Jones Foundation
Brian and Janey Newton
Barbara O’Hara
Mark and Debby Pirrung
Cordelia Robinson
Joan Smith
Stella Maris Fund
Patricia G. Warner

SHAY SOCIETY 
UP TO $4,999
Anthony and Lauren Alessi
Mary Baird
Ron and Sandy Baldwin
Kristyn Balog
Terry and Lyndi Balven
Andrew and June Bambic
David and Sue Barkhausen
Henry Wyeth and Lele Barkhausen
David and Kate Baruch
Susan Baumgartner
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett
Carol Bitting
Roger and Lynne Blaser
Laird Blue
Allan and Sarah Boron
Lawrence and Amy Buhl
Ann Burrows
Albert Carrisalez

Susie Carruthers
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Terry and Sue Conlon
David and Joan Culver
Jane Markey Culver
Jane Darling
Jason and Amelie Dawson
Ted and Margaret Dawson
Jack and Jennifer Deegan
William and Linda Demmer
Andrew and Amy DeWitt
William and Kathy DeWitt
Melissa Dippold
James and Lisa Dobbs
Jordan and Kelly Dutcher
Gary and Lynn Dwight
Dick and Lulie Eide
John and Elizabeth Fergus-Jean
Wendy Fershee
John and Bebe Finn
Jo Ann Fisher
Colin and Mary FitzSimons
David FitzSimons
Will and Lisa FitzSimons
Paul and Claire Forney
Elizabeth Frey
Twink Frey
Gunby and Claudia Garrard
Gardiner and Nora Garrard
Doug Severson and  

Miriam Geraghty
Thomas and Diane Geraghty
Fred and Kay Geuder
Lukin Gilliland, Jr
Rosa Goldsmith
Nate Graham
Andrew and Teyara Hardy
David and Cynthia Hempstead
Robert and Signa Hermann
Peter and Amy Hoglund
Rick and Lotsie Holton
Kathleen Hoogland
Dave and Valerie Hosea
William and Angela Howenstein
Polly Hudson
Hughes Family Foundation
Irish Boat Shop
Jeff and Hollye Jacobs
Molly Jones
Kevin Kavanagh and  

Renee McDuffee
Jay and Katie Kern
Bill and Sue Klco
Mike and Nancy Kota
David and Sarah Kuckelman
Ron and Barb Kurtz
Robert and Sherlyn Laakman
Paul and Chris Lamarche
Corinne Lansill

Barbara Lapham
Ray and Sally Leyman
Eric and Elizabeth Loyd
David and Cynthia Lyle
William and Sally Martin
Lyle and Mary Beth Masimore
Pete and Cathy Maude
Herb and Cinnie May
John B. and Jane McCoy
John T. and Anna McCoy
Jan McDonald
Mary Jane McDonald
Matt and Rebecca Melander
Jeff James and Marinda Miller
Joel and Cathy Moore
Michael and Suzanne Moore
Jay Neff
Stephen and Shannon Nolan
Cole and Alexandra Ollinger
Matt and Patsy Parmenter
Royden and Marianne Peabody
John and Joan Pennell
Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area 

Community Foundation
Mark and Patricia Prendeville
Anne Pursley
Gerard and Anne Quinlan
Marci Reyes
Frances Rose
Bill and Laura Rose Hall
Alex and Martha Ross
Peter and Stephanie Schwartz
Scott and Jill Sellers
Jordan Shananaquet
Al Shands
Mark and Amanda Smith
Phil and Trude Smith
Tim and Lynne Solms
Virginia Speed
St Clair Charitable Trust
Liza Streett
Robert and Karen Swanson
Harlan Swift, Jr
Jessica Swift
Anne Symchych
Alexander and Greer Taylor
Gary and Kim Taylor
Place Tegland
Edwin and Eleanor Thomas
George and Carol Tippett
Tom and Sarah Post
Geoff and Suzanne Upward
Thomas and Beth Varner
Anne Wallace
John and Anna Warren
Ben and Beth Wemigwase
Richard Wendland
Hugh and Linda Westwater
Melissa Wiatrolik

BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE 
CAMPAIGN DONATIONS

The list below includes all gifts and pledges to the comprehensive campaign since its inception in 2018 up to May 1, 2024.



INVESTING IN HISTORY

$50,000 - $80,000
Henry E. & Consuelo S. 

Wenger Foundation, Inc.

$15,000 - $49,999
Joey Arbaugh
Vince and Sharon Mihalik
Mark and Patricia Prendeville

$7,500 - $14,999
James and Patricia Clarke
Susan Ford
Paul and Cyndy Howes
Patrick and Ann Hylant
William and Sally Martin
Gale and Anne Stephens
Triford Foundation

$5,000 - $7,499
Patricia and William Anton
Peter and Terry Gamble Boyer
Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area 

Community Foundation 
Richard Lipton and  

Kathryn Farley
Danielle Moore
Prolific
Serge Schillio and  

Gretchen Gabler
Marty and Lisa Sutter
Steven and Lisa Trulaske
David and Christine 

Underwood

$2,500 - $4,999
Steve and Flora Arbaugh
John Blatt
Boyne Resorts
Thomas and Katie Carruthers
CDM Foundation
Matthew and Laurie Clarke
Ron and Lisa Fenech
First Community Bank
Marana Webber Tost 

Charitable Fund
Richard and Tracy Hirrel
Irish Boat Shop
Michael and Karen McMurray
Matt and Patsy Parmenter

Thank you for your generosity for these gifts made in 2023.   
Bringing History to Life Campaign gifts are listed on page 3.

Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau
Greg and Stacey Renker
Tiara Yachts
Fred and Marty Walstrom
Ron Zimmerman and  

Sue Livingston

$1,000 - $2,499
Birchwood Farms Golf & 

Country Club
Stuart and Patty Bishop
Mark and Catherine Bissell
Boathouse Of Harbor Springs
Robert and Susan Clarke
Donald and Sarah Cohen
Sam and Alison DeCamp
James and Lisa Dobbs
Jo Anne Doll
EOG Resources, Inc.
Elizabeth Blair Fine Pearls
Chip and Gayle Everest
Elise Fisher
Michael and Margie 

FitzSimons
Karin Flint
Brenda Frey
Bruce and Mary Rose Gathman
Fred and Kay Geuder
Lukin Gilliland, Jr
Terry and Laurie Glissman
Drew Hanna
Norman and Linda Harris
Jim and Kim Hartman
The Hinckley Company
Rick and Lotsie Holton
Verne and Judy Istock
J. McLaughlin of Harbor Springs
Dutch and Leslie Jones
Mike and Nancy Kota
Robert and Sherlyn Laakman
John B. and Jane McCoy
Keith and Sue McGlaughlin
Edward and Mary Miller
Bill and Kim Morris
Clas Nilstoft and Britt 

Gustafson
Nub’s Nob Ski Area
Tim and Shann Patton

James M. and Louise C. 
Roche Foundation

Alex and Martha Ross
Stafford’s Pier Restaurant
Frederick Stanske and  

Cindy Newton
Alexander and Greer Taylor
Trevor Furbay
Jim and Sandra 

Vandenberghe
Scott and Andrea Anton 

Weaver
David and Catherine White

$500 - $999
Richard and Marcia Ames
Dick and Annette Babcock
Jack and Susie Baker
Ron and Sandy Baldwin
Terry and Lyndi Balven
David and Barbara Buzzelli
Howard and Jeannie Canada
Susie Carruthers
Chattaway Family
Margaret Crawford
David and Joan Culver
Peg Demmer
James and Evangeline 

Fabiano
Lee Ford
Paul and Claire Forney
John and Christine Galvin
Mike Green and Karen Glorio
Harbor Springs Market
Bill and Tracy Holt
Robert and Susan Klemmer
Larry and Erin Kuiphof
Ron and Barb Kurtz
Neil and Patricia Loney
Sheryl McCleery
Jay Neff
Kenneth and Mandy Neihsl
Dennis and Mary O’Brien
John and Joan Pennell
Bill and Jane Petzold
Keith and Gretchen Pretty
Berry Ratliff III
Rae Ann Roche

Jeanette Rockwell
Sarane Ross
Bob and Nancy Sellers
Stephen and Louise Sweet
Jessica Swift
Anne Symchych
Place Tegland
Tom and Ellen Noneman
Sheldon and Sally Veil
Margo Winslow

$300 - $499
Bob and Sandy Bean
Jean Beckon
Dale and Kayla Briggs
Joseph Charles, Jr.
Eric and Sue Conley
Terry and Sue Conlon
Robert and Christine 
 Reese Day
Mark and Jane Feltenstein
Steven and Bonnie Fishman
Gordon and Tina Ford
Lou and Pam Gostinger
Carolyn Grin
Jim and Betsy Hyslop
Ray and Karen Kalinowski
Geoffrey and Elizabeth Keenan
Mary Lark
Marty and Becky MacGregor
Elli McElroy
Kirk McKinney and  

Eliece Aiman
Michael and Adrienne Miller
Jim and Marianne Moffatt
Southwood and Cynthia 

Morcott
Leslie Newman
Geoff and Suzanne Upward
John and Debby Zahnow

$150 - $299
Bruce and Linda Aikens 
David and Sue Barkhausen
Ann Baruch
Carl Bellman and Susan Baker
Peter Belytschko and 

Elizabeth Khalil

– 4 –
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John Bertsch and 
 Georgia Scott
Birch Tree Bakery
Dean and Hilde Bonesteel
Pier and Renee Borra
William and Gail Brown
Jacob and Lorrie Bunn
Robert and Janet Carr
Bill Cattin
Robert and Beth Christians
Robert and Brynne Coletti
Corner Grocer
Clifford and Katherine Cox
Council Tree Charitable Fund
Mark and Peri Craig
John Crawford
Gregory Curtner
Jack and Geri Daly
K.C. and Pat Dobson
Michael and Karen Donnelly
Emily Edsell
Sam Estes
John and Julia Failey
Doug and Ann Fertuck
Melanie Fisher
Yvonne Fisher
David FitzSimons
Flowers from Sky’s the Limit
4Front Credit Union
Elizabeth Frey
Roger and Henrietta Fridholm
Tom and Gail Gallaudet
Bob and Carol Gargaro
Gunby and Claudia Garrard
Richard and Carol Godfrey
Susan Gopigian
Hank and Bonnie Graff
Walt and Mary Granstra
Virginia Grant
Emma Green
Edwin Gustafson and 

Jennifer Way
Eric Gustafson
Lisa Hall
Ruth Halter
Jill Hanna
Michael and Ellen Hatch
Nancy Hedges
Michael and Sheri Hinz
Alexander and Cynthia 

Housten
Polly Hudson
Ann Irish

Emory Johnson
Regina Keough
William and Linda Little
Chris and John Livingston
Eric and Elizabeth Loyd
Judy Mainland
Martin McEnroe
Jim and Terrie Meyer
Margaret Miller
William and Dana Mulder
Phillip Newman III
Katharine Nielsen
Patrick and Ann O’Brien
Karin Offield
Jim and Kim Palmer
Dick and Jan Parker
Mark and Julie Parmenter
Petoskey Plastics
Michael and Lauren Quarton
John and Flicka Regan
Gabriel Regentin
George Reindel
Sandi Riggs
Christopher Riopelle
Melinda Rupp
Charlie Schafer and  

Marcy Pelton
Lewis Schlanbusch and  

Mary Puls
David Schroeder and  

Bonnie Hill 
Chris and Lora Searles
Stuart and Holly Seltman
Jay and Alison Siekmann
Silva & Sons Landscaping
Stafford and Janice Smith
Amy Stefanik
Gilbert and Sally Stump
Louise Taylor
Mark Selewski
Robert Troth
Terry and Cheryl True
H.J. and Jennifer Van Dusen
Mary H. Van Lennep Fund
Michael and MaryAnn 

VanLokeren
Dawn Wagner
John and Susan Weaver
John and Jean Wickett
Gerald and Belinda Wilson
Bob and Sandi Wolf
David and Mary Wood
Doug and Nancy Zoerhoff

$75 - $149
Peggy Abood
James Amy
Mary Baird
Bob and Margi Bake
Kristyn Balog
Mark and Devra Barrett
Sharon Belshe
Richard and Connie Blazier
Laird Blue
Tony and Lois Blumka
Maureen Burke
Ann Burrows
Christopher and Maren Carey
Scott and Melissa Cartwright
Dan and Linda CasaSanta
Harding and Patricia Christ
Carolyn Christy
Ann Churchill
J.O. and Cathy Cunningham
Lee and Anne Davis
James Drinkall
Paul and Patricia Dufault
Bruce and Nancy Dunn
Dilly Kirby
Cindy Ferrini
Martha Ford
Nancy Frasch
Nancy Gilbert Chance
Judith Gillow
Tim and Susan Grajewski
Balky and Patricia Grannis
Charlie and Susan Gustafson
Jon and Kris Hall
James Hill
Michael and Julie Hinterman
David and Ellen Hofacker
Linda Hoisington
Larry and Carol Holland

J.B. and Catherine Hoyt
Philip and Kimberly Hughes
Peter and Jane Hull
Jeff James and 

Marinda Miller
Eleanor Jardine
Tim and Jude Jardine
Tony and Tresa Johnson
Gordon and Catsy Johnston
Molly Jones
Mike and Mary Kenny
Jim and Carol Koster
Chester and Sandra Kowal
Gail Kozlowski
Russell and Suzanne LaBeau
Phyllis Ledyard
Stephen and Karen Lett
Ray and Sally Leyman
Joan Liddell
Lilly Christy Busch Hermann 

Charitable Foundation
Robert Luhellier
Joy MacGregor
Dave Mayberry
Michael McCready
Tim McDermott and  

Robin Welsh
Kurt and Shelley Meibeyer
Jean Melching
John T. Menzie
Michael and Cathie Mitchell
Bo and Jan Morley
Ed and Joanne Murphy
Edward Patrick and  

Debora Murray
Patricia Nolan
Maxine Noll
Joe and Barb O’Neill
James and Maria Olson

Members of the Michigan Small Scale Live Steamers group pose in 
front of their tent at Shay Days 2023. Thank you for 25 years of service!
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Tim and Jessica Tippett
Tom and Sarah Post
Andrew Troth
Donald and Susan Urban
Polk and Sarah Wagner
Thatcher and Ellen Waller
John and Andreae Waanders
Ben and Beth Wemigwase
Sis Wenger
Craig and Karen White 
Ann Wilderom

Up to $74
Annie Adams
Jerry and Karen Adams
Anthony and Lauren Alessi
David Anderson and  

Amy Waller
Shirley Anderson
Paul and Nancy Armstrong
Tom and Cathy Arnold
Melvin and Debby 

Aschenbrenner
Glenna Atkinson
Joy Austin-Files
Leslie Bagwell
John and Sandy Baker
Mary Morris Barber
Alan and Maureen Barkley
Stephen and Cynthia Baron
Barrie Bates and James 

Mackenzie
Barbara Bechhold
Steven and Susan Beckert
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett
Ron Benson
Andrew Berge
Pamela Bielas
Steve and Katharine Biggs

Sean O’Shea and  
Patricia Whitehouse

Michael and Maureen Owen
Donald and Sandra Para
Lois Park
Jon and Deb Parlow
John and Lorraine Peak
Thomas and Kathryn Petz
Ralph Piper, Jr
Bob and Vicki Powell
David and Wendy Price
Fred and Linda Rachwitz
Fred Renker and  

Julia Fogarty
Jeff and Kim Ridings
Bob and Linda Rossman
Sallie Rowland
Dan and Kathy Rupp
Keason and Jill Sanvordenker
Thomas and Nancy Sarowski
Anne Ewing Scheele
Peter and Lisa Schiff
Edward Seaton and  

Lynn Janeczek
Louis and Christine Seno
Mike and Carol Smelt
Mark and Amanda Smith
Leo and Barbara Smith
Thomas and Carol Smith
Andrew and Susan Spence
Steve Spoelhof
Bill and Carolyn Stark
Gary and Susan Stewart
Paul and Jane Stewart
Ken Streett
Liza Streett
Jane Talcott
Edwin and Eleanor Thomas

Sue Bissell
Sally Blanchard
Wayne and Cheryl Blomberg
Bernadine Bonkosky
C. B. Boyer
Anna Brecheisen
Virginia Breckenfeld
Dorothy Brotherton
Robert and Mary Bruce
Noel Bufe and Mary Tyson
Matt and Jayne Bugera
Thomas and Lindsey Buhl
Dana Buick
Bryan and Sandy Burley
Robbie Burns
Steve and Jonne Bush
Kevin and Heather Byer
Judith Byrwa
Charles and Jackie Cameron
Gerard and Shelly Carlin
Glen and Pamela Carpenter
Tom and Janet Cattel
Kathleen Cavanagh
Terry Champane
Joseph Choinski
Carole Cobb
Ron and Jackie Cocquyt
Edwin and Cynthia Cohen
Fred Colgren
Keith and Kathy Collins
Barbara Cook
Charlotte Corbett
Craig and Susan Corriveau
George and Sherry Coveyou
Joan Cox
Dan and Jean Creyts
Carol Cumbaa
John and Eleanor Cupps
Tom and Nancy Cusick
Kimberlee Cutler
Bud and Yvonne Dankers
Barbara Dau
Ted and Margaret Dawson
Carl and Ann Dean
Gerald and Lois Decker
Bill and Jan Dodge
Sara Doepke
John and Deborah Dohan
Linda Doll
Jane Drotos
Charles and Nancy Duray
Tim Dykstra
Norma Eby

Margery Edwards
James and Phyllis Epps
Randy and Denise Evans
Loretta Farrow
Patrick and Evelyn Finn
Stanley and Kelli Flory
Joseph and Julie Flynn
Marilee Forse
Kazuya and Martha Fujita
Doug Fuller and Martha 

Lancaster
Larry and Paula Funk
Pat and Francie Gibbons
Peter Gillard
Doug Gokee
Opal Goldsmith
Rosa Goldsmith
Garon Gopigian
Ed and Sue Gorney
Gretchen Grad
Robert and Beeb Graham
Jeff and Lynn Granger
Amy Green
Mari Hammond
Walter Hanna
Paul and Margo Hields
Elizabeth Higdon
Jeff and Ronnie Higgs
G. P. and Millie Hightower
Joseph Hoffman
Melissa Hoglund
Kathleen Hrabak
Virginia Hume
Sandy Humenny
Mike and Penny Isermann
Jeff and Hollye Jacobs
Hamilton and Amabel James
Jack Jeffries
Mark and Elizabeth Jones
Cary Kaufman
Kevin Kavanagh and Renee 

McDuffee
Kathy Keillor
Mark and Mary Kelly
Ken and Sally Kelsey
Ronald Kemp
Jill Kimble
Peter and Helga 

Kleinschmidt
Diane Klimas
David and Nancy Klinger
Bill and Norine Kolinski
Vern and Laura Kors

Metal detectorist Alex Fitol attended our “Digging History” open 
house to showcase dozens of fur-trade-era finds from Emmet County.
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HAMILTON AND AMABEL JAMES 
In Memory of Bruce Teal

DIANE MACKENZIE 
In Memory of Bruce Teal

SARANE ROSS 
In Memory of Bruce Teal

JONATHAN AND JANE NEWBURY 
In Memory of Sharon Thornton

TRACY ANN WALTER 
In Memory of Sharon Thornton

DICK AND ANNETTE BABCOCK 
In Memory of Bob and Annie Ford

FRED AND KAY GEUDER 
In Memory of Judy Honor & Patricia Graham

FOREST BEACH ASSOCIATION 
In Memory of Patricia Graham

DAVID AND CHRISTINE UNDERWOOD 
In Memory of Alireza “Jerry” Aghajeri

PETER AND TERRY GAMBLE BOYER 
In Honor of Ann Baruch

Gordon and Edith Kruskie
Viki LaChapelle
Judy Landis
Charles and Jocelyn Lapo
Larry and Diane LaPointe
Richard and Susan Lasley
Bob and Sandy Lauer
Carol Lazier
John and Maureen Lehman
Bob and Donna Leland
Robert and Caroline Lewis
John and Kathleen Lio
Peggy Luettjohann
Charlie and Kathleen 

MacInnis
Jay and Jan Malott
James A. Martin
John and Joanne Martin
Dudley and Darlene Marvin
William Marzella
Kathy Mason
Richard and Cheryl Mathews
Gordon and Coleen McClive
Bill and Ruth McCullough
Mark McCune
Chad McDonald
Mary Jane McDonald
Linda McGeorge
Patricia McGlauchlin
Vaughn and Harriet McGraw
Preston McGregor
Todd and Becky McKinney
David and Carole McSherry
Doug Meeker
Connie Mendyk
John and Mary Merrill

Ed and Judy Meyer
Matt Szubinski
David Miller
Mike and Mary Miller
Bob and Mary Milne
Robert and Georgeann 

Monroe
Audrey Mooradian
Roger Moore
Phil and Gay Moppert
Chris and Victoria Moser
Kathy Motschall
Greg Moyer
Steven Murphy
Rick and Connie Murty
Teann Nash
Franz and Joan Neubrecht
Richard Neumann
Thomas Newberry
Kelley Newton
Maureen Nicholson
James and Virginia Nuffer
Christina Oery
John and Catherine Ogden
Joseph and Sally Olson
Ray and Judy Osborne
James and Beverly Osetek
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Tuesday, June 11
11 am, 1 pm & 3 pm | Meet at the History Museum
Explore the rich history of our downtown during  
this 90-minute guided walking tour along Main and  
Bay Streets. Some of the buildings included will be the  
First Methodist Church, First Community Bank and the 
Library, along with a dozen others. Registration is required.

Friday, June 28 | 4:30 pm | History Museum
The NM, or Northern Michigan sloop, is perhaps the best known 
of the racing sailboats on Little Traverse Bay. The original fleet of 
18 boats was designed and built by Russell J. Pouliot in the early 
1930s for yachtsmen in Charlevoix and Harbor Springs. 

Learn more about the history and building of these unique 
boats during this reception and presentation. The 4:30 pm 
reception and exhibit tour includes wine and light refreshments. 
At 5:30 pm, guests will enjoy a talk by Dick Babcock, who was 
involved in the construction of a dozen new NMs in the 1960s, 
‘70s, and ‘80s. Registration is required.

LITTLE TRAVERSE SAILORS  
Thursday, July 18 | 5:30 pm | History Museum 
For over 60 years, the Little Traverse Sailors has offered a 
community program for area youth to learn the art of sailing. 
In this presentation Merritt Keffer, board president, relates the 
intriguing history of the organization. 

MARGARET BOYD AND ODAWA QUILLWORK  
Thursday, July 25 | 5:30 pm | History Museum
A look at the life and work of Margaret Blackbird Boyd and 
her impact on local history. The sister to Andrew Blackbird, 
Margaret was a teacher and artist who was a fixture in the 
community in the mid 19th century.

Advanced registration for History Talks is 
strongly encouraged as they often sell out. Visit 
HarborSpringsHistory.org or call 231-526-9771 to 
register and save your seat today!

Did you know? “Ottawa Quillwork” and many other 
books (often related to previous History Talks) are  
available in our Museum Store. Shop in-person or online 
by scanning the QR code above.

DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR

NM SLOOP EXHIBIT & PRESENTATION

Visit our Events Calendar to 
see upcoming programs.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

RESEARCHING HISTORIC HOMES 
Tuesday, August 20 | 5:30 pm | History Museum
Local historian, genealogist and archivist, Patrick McCleary 
will lead this presentation focused on effectively researching 
historic homes. The talk will explore the process of historic 
house research, the particulars of architecture and style, and 
how to understand the various source documents used in this 
avenue of research.
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This two-day, family-friendly event celebrates inventor and Harbor Springs resident Ephraim Shay, most famous for the patented, 
geared locomotive he invented. Explore Shay’s life and work during a host of activities and educational programs including:

•  Live model steam trains with the Michigan Small Scale Live Steamers
•  Historic toys and games with reenactors from Hartwick Pines State Park 
•  Children’s crafts, games and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities 
•  Logging demonstrations with Kyle Bagnall of Mackinac State Historic Parks
•  Model electric train layouts upstairs at the History Museum with the Northern Michigan Railroad Club

Admission is by donation with all proceeds benefiting the Historical Society! To sponsor this event, please contact Program 
Coordinator Beth Wemigwase at beth@harborspringshistory.org.

FLEET WEEK EVENTS JUNE 25-28

History on the Harbor ... Journey on a Jiimaan
Free display and hands-on jiimaan (canoe) rides out on the 
water aboard handcrafted birch bark canoes with Anishnaabe 
tales of life on the Great Lakes by the Odawa elders and youth.
June 26 ~ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
All Ages Welcome ~ Josephine Ford Park

History of the Harbor ... Narrated Sunset Cruise
Reservations are $75. Board the Harbor Princess for this 
history tour of Little Traverse Bay. Includes a full-service  
cash bar, snacks and music.
June 26 ~ 8:15 pm departure 
Reservations Required ~ Josephine Ford Park 

Get on board ... your boat, kayak or paddleboard
Summer begins with this annual tradition in the harbor, the 
blessing boat parade. Join this celebration on the water, to 
receive your blessing for a safe boating season.
June 27 ~ 5:30 pm Water Ceremony, 6:00 pm Parade
Register for Water Safety ~ Little Traverse Bay

Cruise aboard ... the 65’ Harbor Princess
Reservations are $150 and include a full-service bar, music and 
light snacks to enjoy while viewing the boat parade. 
June 27 ~ 5:00 pm departure
Reservations Required  ~ Josephine Ford Park

JULY 12 & 13 | 10 AM - 3 PM | SHAY PARK & HISTORY MUSEUM

History at the Museum ... NM Sloop Exhibit & Presentation 
Reservations are $25 and include wine and light snacks. Explore the history of the iconic NM sloop in celebration of its 90th anniversary 
with historian and long-time Irish Boat Shop employee Dick Babcock. 
June 28 ~ 4:30 Reception, 5:30 Talk ~ Reservations Required ~ History Museum 
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The NM Sloop at 90
Opening at the Harbor Springs History Museum, May 2024.

MUSEUM HOURS 
Tuesday-Saturday | 10 am - 4 pm

FORMAL GREETING 
STREET
CITY, STATE ZIP

PO BOX 812 
Harbor Springs MI 49740

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY THROUGH HISTORY ...


